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Learning objectives: ''The immunologic and inflammatory mechanisms that drive asthma progression to remodeling'' 1. To better understand the characteristics of the cells and factors involved in T H 2-mediated inflammation and airway remodeling. 2. To recognize genetic factors involved in the pulmonary response to atopy. Question 8. The relationship between MMP-9 secretion and airway remodeling can best be described as -A. likely based on finding elevated levels in the bronchoalveolar lavage fluid (BALF) of patients with asthma. B. tenuous based on mouse studies showing little if any impact of knocking out MMP-9 on mucus expression, airway hyperreactivity, and smooth muscle thickness. C. likely based on the demonstrated ability of MMP-9 to influence the turnover of matrix-associated proteins. D. tenuous based on the inability of steroids to dramatically alter MMP-9 levels in BALF. 
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